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Rogue River, welcome to the 65th. 


annual National Rooster Crow 
weekend! 

This year’s theme is "Hometown 
Heroes” in honor of the local citizens 
that serve our community including 
public safety, fire and ambulance, 
public works, schools, volunteers, and 
the military. : 

In carrying on the tradition of 
wonderful, family-focused fun, this 
year’s festivities will not disappoint. 


Starting this year, Rooster Crow is 
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WELCOME TO 


ROOSTER CROW 2 


being organized by a newly-formed 
Rooster Crow Organizing Committee 
under the auspices of the Rogue River 
Kiwanis Club and agreement with the 
City of Rogue River. Thank you to 
other community businesses, clubs, 
organizations and individuals who 
joined in the planning and running of 
this event. 

So, please enjoy Friday evening's 
kick-offs: Saturday's parade; fun run & 
walk; a variety of family activities; a 
multitude of vendors and eats; and, of 
course, the day's main event: the 
laugh-filled Rooster Crow contests 
with the expanded, ever-popular 
human crow awards and the avian 
crow competition offering prestigious 
first, second, and third place awards. 

Additionally, new, fun family 
attractions include Ft. Vannoy Farms 
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Cow Train rides; pre-17th-century 
demonstrations by the Society for 
Creative Anachronism, and on 
Sunday, the State of Jefferson 
Vigilance Committee, a comedic old 
west reenactment skit theatre group. 
The CAL-ORE River Racers will be 
back to display their racers — 
however, for safety, a low river level 
precludes actual racing. The Chamber 
of Commerce car show is being 
planned for a new, later date. 

Have a terrific time this weekend - 
a community tradition since 1953! 


Enjoy! 


Cecile Enright ' 
President, 2018 
Rogue River Kiwanis Club 
P.O. Box 35 * Rogue River ° 97537 


THE ROGUE RIVER 
KIWANIS CLUB 


Serving the Children of our Community 


Rogue River Kiwanis Club meets Wednesda 
at the Live Oak Grange: 


VS 


° The first Wednesday of the month at 6:00 PM for dinner 
° Every subsequent Wednesday at 12:30 PM for lunch 


Come and Join Us! 


LOOK FOR THE KIWANIS TRAILER SERVING 
SOFT SERVE ICE CREAM and DRINKS 


YOUR SUPPORT WILL HELP US SERVE our COMMUNITY. 
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2018 Rooster Crow Sponsors: 


THANK YOU! 


SPONSORS 
( @ | Aloby’s Legendary Pizza 
| ‘=n All Well & Pump Service 
: : Artoff Plumbing 
Bradley Realty 
Brookside Senior Living 
City of Rogue River 
Evergreen Federal Bank 
Murphy Plywood 
Pacific Power 
Southern Oregon Credit Services 
Southern Oregon Sanitation 
Rogue River Subway Restaurant 
Tarasco Mexican Restaurant 
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SILVER SPONSORS 
CPi (formerly Copeland Paving) 
Main Building Supply 
Redline Engraving & Promotions 
Rogue River Pharmacy 
Star Body Works 


BRONZE SPONSORS 
Dean Stirm - State Farm Insurance 
Erickson Dental Care 
First Community Credit Union 
J. PB Antiques 
River's Edge Academy 
Rogue River Chamber of Commerce 
Umpqua Bank (6 
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Rogue River’s 


een Crowing Since 1953 


The City is once again Proud to 


j f the 
be a Major Sponsor 0 
“65th Annual Rogue River National 
Rooster Crow” Neekend 
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Pam VanArsdale ae — 4 
City Councilors: (% 
Bob Pascalar = 
apie ote “OS Years And Still Crowing” 
oe ‘Charlie This Year We're Crowing for our Hometown Heroes! 
Ryan Hess ' | eee ee, a 
Doriaae SNS The City Council is happy to announce that the Park at the corner of 
Mark Poling First and Pine Streets has officially been named “Rooster Park” anda 
Master Plan has been completed! Now, Staff is prepared to present the 
Planning plan to the State Parks Department for funding assistance. 
Commissioners: —. i 
Rick Kempa - 2. ~ — | Incorporated in the 
/  -—3 | “ 

Carolyn Riley |; a mo % ; i Rooster Park 3 
Deanlinn ee | DRAFT Master Plan is a 
Sale 2B  -* I children's water feature, 

r a § covered pavilion, restrooms, 
Don Collins i: eo tables with benches, exercise 
Barb Hilty ; Stations for walkers and runners, 
! . - new : : 
at I ee ~~ A trees and landscaping — this 
makes Raguc River a rest | Soing to be a park that citizens 
pisce hve" | 


of all ages will be able to use and 
enjoy for many years to come! 


City of Rogue River 
133 Broadway - Box 1137 - Rogue River - Oregon- o7s3h4 
“1137 - 
win. cityofrogueriverorg 7- (541) 582-4401 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. to 12:39 
m &Ms = 1:30 p.m, to 5:00 
‘00 p.m. 
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2018 RoosTeR CRow GRAND MARSHAL: 


DENNIS ARTOFF 


Brian Mortensen 
Rogue River Press 


Dennis Artoff is a working 
man. 

He has the callouses and a 
Rogue River High school vin- 
tage baseball cap so caked 
with dirt you have to look hard 
to realize which cap it is. 

But, he's also a man who's 
given his time coaching a sport 
he never played for more than 
20 years, just because there 
was a need. 

Artoff has been a resident 
of Rogue River since his family 
moved to the area in 1964 
from California in time for the 
fourth grade. He is the grand 
marshal of the 2018 Rooster 
Crow Parade. 

Artoff, who turned 61 on 
June 16, coached the Chief- 
tain softball team for 20 sea- 
sons, and it started when his 
daughter Jamie was beginning 
her freshman year in 1997. 

"Brian Richards at the time 


Dennis Artoff, the grand marshal for this year's Rooster Crow Parade, has lived in the area since 1964. 
He and his wife have two daughters and six grandchildren. 
Top row, from left, Corey Westlake, Caleb and Jill Westlake, Artoff, Parker Mockridge, Jana Artoff, Jamie Mockridge, 
y Brian Mockridge, (bottom row, from left), Madison Mockridge, Reese Westlake and Jessica Mockridge. 


was the (athletic director), and 
he called me up. | was coach- 
ing some Little League and 
had some success with that," 


TLC CHIROPRAC 


' Michelle Torrez, LMT 


"He called me up and 
wanted to know if I'd want to 
coach the high school girls. | 


Dr. Bryant Kitchen, DC 


turned him down flat." 
His mind changed when he 
saw the condition of the field 


see ARTOFF on page 11 


e Therapy 
a 


Stacy Thetford, PT 


230 E. Main St., Rogue River | (541) 582-2323 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 29: 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm 


fy Rogue River Friends of the Library Book Sale 
YU 412 East Main Street 
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm 


65th Annual Rooster Crow Kick-Off Dinner 
at the Rogue River Community Center - 133 Broadway 
Sponsored by the Rogue River Rooster Crow Committee 


Q 


6:00 pm — 8:00 pm 
Live Entertainment performed by 
Las Vegas Entertainer Mr. J D Barron 
Woodville Museum Bandstand 


6) 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 30: 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
1 Rogue River Friends of the Library Book Sale 
412 East Main Street 


8:00 am 
Rooster Crow Fun Run & Walk 


WwW 


Registration and check-in at Beck Field off Berglund Street 


~ 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
4 Vendor Booths - Commercial and Non-Profit 
First and Pine Streets 


9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Art Show 
Shirley Bell and the Brush Stroker’s 
Woodville Museum 


9:00 am — 5:00 pm 
Downtown Merchant's Street Sale 
Depot Street 


10:00 am 
Rooster Crow Parade 


Line up at the Woodville Shopping Center 
Lineup begins at 8:00 am 


11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Live Entertainment performed by 
“Don West Band” 
Woodville Museum Bandstand 


12:00 pm 
Cal-Ore River Racers on Display 
Jet Boats displayed near concessions area 


———————————————————eO—”-t 
EDULE OF EVENIS 


12:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Water Ball competitions . 
icati ration 
Vehicle Extrication Demons 
Rogue River Elementary School - East Grounds 


@ 


(0 12:00 pm 
Rooster Crow Registration Begins 
Rooster Crow Arena 
2:15 pm 
(0 Human Rooster Crow Contest 
Rooster Crow Arena 
+ a fe 
2:45pm 
65th Annual 
National Rooster Crowing Contest 
Rooster Crow Arena 
6) 3:30 pm - 7:30 pm 


Live Entertainment performed by “Roadsters” 
Woodville Museum Bandstand 


ALL DAY ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES 
Games, Story Tellers, Face Painting, including the 
Society for Creative Anachronism recreating 
the arts and skills of pre-17th-Century Europe 
and the Fort Vannoy Cow Train 

Rooster Crow Arena 


SUNDAY, JULY 1: 


(0 


(0 


:00 am 
“Church in the Park” 


___ Officiated by Rodger Coale 
with the Pleasant Valley Cowboy Church 


9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Vendor Booths - Commercial and Non-Profit 
First and Pine Streets 


, 12:00 pm 
4) Cal-Ore River Racer Jets on Display 


11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
: Live Entertainment Performed by 
State of Jefferson Vigitance Committee” 


Comedic, Cid Wesi Reenactment Skit Theatre Group 
Woodville Museum Bandstand 


ALC DAY ACTIVITES FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES 
ames, Story Tellers, Face Painting, includin the 
Society for Creative Anachronism recreati < 
and skills of pre-17; ae 


Century Eu 
Rooster Crow Arena. ta 
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OLD WEST RE-ENACTMENT SKIT THEATRE 


The State of Jefferson 
Vigilance Committee (SJVC) is 
an “Old West” re-enactment 
group located in Southwestern 
Oregon. They perform skits 
that help educate folks on how 
the wild west really, or maybe 
“reel-y” was. Gunfighters, 
Saloon gals, lawmen, soiled 
doves, town folks, preachers, 
undertakers, and young'uns 
will entertain audiences of all 
ages. 

The SJVC is a group of 
folks who compete in the sport 
of Cowboy Action Shooting 
and, since 2007. They have 
been helping to keep the “spirit 
of the old west” alive in towns 
in ‘The State of Jefferson” by 
creating fun re-enactments 
based on the “days of yore." 
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gunfights, Saloon shootouts 
(they always capitalize 
“Saloon’), “bank robberies” 
(they supply their own “bank’), 
and even an occasional 
WEDDING (that doesn't go too 
well). They use actual firearms 
of that period, but shoot black 
powder BLANKS (smoke and 
flame, but no projectiles - they 
need to use their “bad guys” 
more than once). 

Further, while engaging in 


e Chiropractic 
Massage Therapy 


e Nutritional 
Supplements 


Benjamin L. Turner, DC 
Chiropractic Physician 


849 NE 7th Street 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 


541-476-9628 
www. heal thhavenchiropractic. com 


these activities, re-enactors 
are expected to “dress the 
part’ in the correct clothing and 
accoutrements of the period 
being depicted. It is the 
purpose of the SJVC to 
recreate and enjoy the “Old 
West” safely, while using the 
firearms of those days and 
while fostering awareness in 
people both young and old of 
their unique Pioneering 


Western Heritage. 


HOW SUPPORTING 
ROOSTER CROW 
SUPPORTS YOUR 

COMMUNITY 


While the primary 
leadership organization of the 
Annual! National Rooster Crow 
event is the Rogue River 
Kiwanis Club, you do not need 
to be a Kiwanis member to 
participate. 

Join us in acknowledging 
the main local businesses and 
civic organizations that have 
supported the publication of this 
booklet, and please patronize 
these folks whenever possible. 

The net advertising 
proceeds raised from this event 
are used to support local youth 
within the Rogue River, Evans 
Valley, and Wimer community, 
allowing the Kiwanis to: 

* Offer scholarships for 
deserving Rogue River High 


School graduating seniors. 

* Recognize Rogue River 
Jr/Sr. High School and River's 
Edge Academy Charter School 
(REACH) Students of the 
Month. 

* Provide a safe house on 
Halloween at the Live Oak 
Grange with games and 
snacks. 

* Hold the popular com- 
munity Easter Egg Hunt at Beck 
Field on the Saturday before 
Easter. 

* Provide warm clothing to 
over 100 children as part of the 
local Christmas Partners 
program. And so much more! 

If you are a community- 
focused, good-hearted, and 
fun-loving person, please 
consider joining us in our 
efforts. Members of the club will 
be at the Rooster Crow event all 
weekend, especially at our 
trailer and information booths 
selling soft serve ice cream, 
drinks, and souvenirs. 

Stop by and say, “Hi.” We'd 
enjoy meeting you. 
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SERVILE LENTER 


Friendly Affordable Quality Wark 


Diagnostic » Major Repairs * Tune-Up * Brakes * Maintenance Service 
Cummins Diesel Expert ° Engine and Transmission Exchanges 


Beets 


Owners: Scott & D'ane Ubler 
20? Park Street * Rogue River 


A PROUD SUPPORTER OF 
THE 65" ANNUAL 
ROGUE RIVER 
ROOSTER CROW! 


EVICT THE 
CRITTERS 
abatesao, | 


FREE INSPECTIONS | 
AND ESTIMATES | 
“<6 RESIDENTIAL | 

COMMERCIAL 


Save — 
money 
AND win 
the battle 
against 

bugs! i 


« Termites iy 


* Carpenter ants 


* Fungus, mold 
& dry rot 


* Vapor barriers 
¢ Insulation 
: eWood beetles + 
«Rowents - 
¢ Spiders & all 
other pests 
« We offer state-of- 
the-art wireless 
camera video 
inspection 
¢ Our work is fully 
guaranteed 
« We do termite & 
dry rot reports 
© Over 30 years 
experience 


° Member of the 
Oregon & National 
Pest Contral 
Association 


Ask about 
our all 

natural & 

environmentally 
safe products. 


; “on any eenetatomes on 


\ 


§41-472-1 004 
712 NE 7th St., Grants Pass 


| Www.aone-exterminators.com _2 


eLicensed *Bondet «Insured °CCH2128399 


NATIONAL ROOSTER CROW PAST CHAMPIONS 
esas: 6 bk SOLER 


{ ee ee Hi ea eet = 

Pat | | ry Jet ti | 1972 Tom Dooley ..--: al Pee a 
pao ; Lit Il i. Pray 1973 Great Speckled Bird cass ees coe Ss 
| i ee | Ee 1974 Wild Bill......-00020000* et. 59 
| {| (O75 Rastls «..0-s-08eeos iE 
. 1976 Hamlet .«<'<-.2-9tee on ore = 

MMM 1977 Doodle Do ...---eeereerrerttttttes 
| 1978 White Lightning ...--++++++20++e+ 112 
1 1979 Chunker ...-sceteorsesessstossrens 98 
Sak eee THN 1980 Lewis (of Lewis & Clark) .....--+-.-. 87 
Ty] 1981 Crow’n JOC... .. sere eee r tree erteees 82 
T} 1982 Crow’n JOC... cece tee ee etree eens 65 
Me 19083 Crow’n JOC... . 2 cee e cette eens 70 
jasdchicken Little . ...«s00-2..-soqaaee 83 
1985 Crystal’s Silver Streak. ......++-+00s 61 
1953 Hollerin’ Harry .......0.ceceeeeeees Fi \9BGROSEDUA.......-000hesor eve ge sone 90 
1953 Beetle Baum 109 1987 Redland Red .......c22cen ence ncnne 48 
WOSARGDIS Hien we ec 79 1988 WIILE. CrOW «50. see geese ee eee eee ees 56 
ICKY eee eee eee eee eens teens 74 

1955 Prince Albert...........ceceeceeees Be ere CY ice iene’ Seeiei rain Soa 
WOSHIBNIGGSHGE . SAM ehesc in Hts 70 1990 TODY.......eeeeeeeeee eee e eee Al 
NOS GOTHIEY, Kai . Pome eeeic. sth ee. se 66 199T Bart... 1. see sees eee e eee tena ees 76 
OBB IR shyiacttae hn ees ees ss oe ce Oo 76 
HOSS Sandy ox vai aor cteee aod SE he 96 1993 Justa Rooster.............. seen eee 96 
IPGOHENe Mee. cea uc Shania oes ea 67 1994 Just aRooster..........-. sees eee 68 
HOG lunascal ee scateet nk A ed 69 «1995 Mr. Skinhead............... ses eeee 69 
TOG2GERoUI NOs. 2. Sane hasten oe 63 1996 Fowl Mouth.............. es eeee ees 80 
MSESIMGCIA DOs foxsk cose Ree ae 99 1997 One Eyed Jack..........ee eee eee ees 31 
ToC Mae seOee. S50. cele rele ee 69 «1998 Hank... ee, aR 50 
NGG SRAGAFel laps <j. <tasaecondhin ek 71  '999HenryRooster.........0..02..0ce0 42 
NPOGIOGUNTSEICK:, clunik o-% oteeenemenn. go 2000 Love Machine..................00. 36 
1967 Rinky Diliies. cc Sae ek ae eee 49 2001 SID aS Maa shane ws, bets doe 49 
TOGST=BIRG! in icteric 63 ZOU 2IWalfleldl eh chds. ee ecstionles ad ee 46 
TOBSIGUEGI (acu eee eee 71 2003 Stew MEWOIGNCHs..< .0deg cate 25 
NOHO RES 58 cites tesco oa ee ne AOR) SOON OER Git len 222. jee eats ee 42 
1971 Super Chicken............eeeeeeees Bag Se etree nist, aise ey 107 
Se LCS ECT isn swig ete sau 30 
Reeue Crve POO MRAM Se 0c. Sh. ty, gl he ke 45 

&Y\ OG KO AR wer 2008 Charles............ so aa 
paanmagr 7 BAmmMMMMeO 2000 Fury. .00 2002238 
2010 Bye Bye Bob.........._. 63 
: 200 SBYGBye'Bob.........,.:  -\ "ae 63 
KOGLOIEG| 2012George...... putrtceeee sia o 
Oregon Baie ee Ahk are heck thas 64 
ISGMATG eee 40 
ST iinet eee oe 52 
Lee 2017 Carter............. ee 3 
Spies 45 


PAGE 10 


ARTOFF from page 5 


and what little the softball 
team, at the time, was asked 
to do at practice. The Chiefs 
went 9-18 his first season, in- 
cluding 7-14 in the Skyline 
a Conference, but by 2000, both 

is four years and his daughter 
Jamie's senior year, the Chiefs 
qualified for the playoffs for the 
first time, going 21-7 and tak- 
ing second place in the Skyline 
with a 15-6 mark. 

The program reached its 
peak in 2004, the senior year 
for Jill, his younger daughter, 
when the Chiefs went 23-3, 
winning the Skyline with a 20- 
1 mark, its season falling short 
in the state quarterfinals. 

Last year, after amassing a 
251-159 record, he decided to 
hand the program off to Jill, 
who played as a catcher at the 
collegiate level and had been 


LEGENDARY PIZZA” 


her father's assistant for about 
a decade. 

His daughter's presence in 
the program was just a contin- 
uation of more-qualified, in his 
belief, assistant coaches like 
Mike Miller and Ted Jones who 
helped him from the beginning. 

"I've leaned on her, and 
now the fact that she took that 
over," he said. "Honestly, it's 
been such a proud thing be- 
cause she didn't want to do it 
because it was bringing 
change. She didn't want to 
take her dad's job or whatever, 
and | just convinced her, that 
she's more qualified. Because 
| never played." 

lt was through softball that 
he found out he would be the 
grand marshal at the Rooster 
Crow Parade. 

"Jill announced it, | think, 
after the (Illinois Valley) game. 


121. PINE STREET 
— 641-562-4203 


order online at 
ww.abbys.com | 


She walked up to the fence 
and talked to the parents and 
got the attention of all the par- 
ents and announced that and 
| was like, 'Whaaaat?" he said. 
"It was the last thing on my 
mind, ever." 

He and his wife Jana have 
two daughters, Jamie Mock- 
ridge, who lives in Merlin, and 
Jill Westlake, who also lives in 
Rogue River. . 

The Artoffs lost a daughter, 
named Jessica when she was 
five years old in November 
1990. 

"It was the worst day of my 
life" he said. “My oldest 
daughter, Jamie, named her 
daughter Jessica, after her, 
Jessica Elizabeth." 

Along with Jessica's name 
being kept alive through her 
oldest niece, her father has a 
special memento that shines 


THE BEST DOUGH 
FOR ROOSTE 


Plus, we deliver for Rogue River! 
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brightly through the winter 
night. 

"t have a huge star that | 
light every year on November 
23, a huge star that we burn 'til 
her birthday, February 22, 
every year," he said. "It a little 
tribute for her. Everybody 
says, ‘Hey, that’s a cool Christ- 
mas star!’ It's not a Christmas 
star." 

He and Jana have been 
married for 40 years this year. 

"I've got these, my mom 
saved them, from fourth grade, 
these little love letters that | 
and Jana sent to one another 
in fourth grade," he said. "It's 
pretty cool, and here we are 
been married 40 years." 

They were married in 
Rogue River in the Assembly ~ 
of God Church. Along with 
their daughters, the Artoffs 
have five grandchildren. 
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES FOR 60+ YEARS 
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At Home lim SOK 


No ROOSTER? 


NO PROBLEM... 
HUMANS CROW, TOO! 


The National Human 
Crow Championship 
shares the spotlight with 
the Rooster Crow on 
Saturday, June 30. The 
event began several 
years ago as a great way 
to rev up the crowd for 
the big event. * 

Each year, the Human 
Crow continues to grow 
in popularity as children 
of all ages give their best 
crow for the microphone. 
Winners are selected based on crowd response. 

There is no entry fee for the Human Crow, just 
bring your best voice and let ‘er rip. 


regom. 


AY, ready to 


Evergreen 


horover 80) years Evergreen has been helping our customers 
buys builds and/refinsnce their homes, We are proud to/serve 
you locally angloffer in-house servicing, 


Tospeak an/experienced) loan officer call us at: 


(541) 479-3351 


EvergreeniFederal Bank 


MORTGAGE CENTER 


Www. evergreenfederalibank 


BERTON, 


FEDERAUBANK 


Member FOIC Tr 


Grants Pass Office: 969 SE Sixth st > Grants Pass. 


(541) 475; 
Rogue River Office 10) Pine St » {54i) ! ee wa 27-5148 


5822051) ¢ (S00) 275:6148 


Loans are subject to credit Spbroval 
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2017 ROOSTER CROW CHAMP: 
CARSON WAS CRUISING 


Brian Mortensen 
Rogue River Press 


While the triple-digit heat 
of the day on Sat., Sept. 24, 
2017 might have been too 
much for many a spry rooster, 
Carson was up to the chal- 
lenge. 

Carson, a two-year-old 
Barred Rock Rooster, owned 
by Junior Carter of White City, 
crowed 45.times to win the 
$150 first-place prize and the 
Rogue River National Rooster 
Crowing Championship. 

The competition began as 
a close one-on-one battle 
between Carson and Foghorn 
Leghorn, owned by Anna 
Lake of Rogue River, the 
third-place finisher in last 
year's Rooster Crow. 

The pair, situated at oppo- 
site ends of a row of sawhors- 
es underneath the shading 
tarps at the Rooster Crow 
Park on Bergland Street, were 
tied at six crows each at 
seven minutes and 11 each at 
10 minutes. 

Then, Carson took a bit of 
a lead 18-16 at 14 minutes in, 
and it began to widen, at 22- 
18 with 13 minutes left. 

Where Carson won was in 
those final 13 minutes, out- 
crowing Foghorn, 23-8, to win 
the title. 

With only six competing 
roosters, all but one was guar- 
anteed to win one of the five 
cash prizes. While Foghorn 
Leghorn won the $50-second 
prize, Grunt, owned by Jenny 
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Broken Crow, owned by Scott McFarland of Wolf Creek, right, watches as his rooster Broken Crow never crows 


during the National Rooster Crowing Championship on Sat., June, 23, 2017 as 2016 Miss Rogue River Elizabeth Cermak, 
judges. McFarland owns last year's champion Buttercup. The 2017 champion Carson, with his owner Junior Carter, is in the 
background to the left. Carson crowed 45 times to win the title. 


Garcia, won the $35 third 
prize for crowing 15 times. 

David Bowie, which 
crowed three times, once 
every 10 minutes, his owner, 
Samantha Cullen, won $25 
for fourth place. 

The other two, Why Be, 
owned by Sharla Gillen, and 
Broken Crow, owned by last 
year's champion, Buttercup, 
split the $10 fifth prize. 
Neither crowed -- at all. 

The six entries -- another 
was turned back when he and 
his handlers showed up about 
20 minutes into the contest -- 
are assumed to be a new 
record for the smallest field in 
the 65-year history of the 
event, beating even the 13 
entries on a hot Rooster Crow 


Saturday in 2015. 


Carter, who works at Berry 
Craig Farm, which is a food 
stand that sells gar- 


den amendments in 
White City, could be 
heard giving verbal 
encouragement to 
Carson, as a dog 
owner would give 
his puppy dog. It 


seemed to work. 
Carson seemed to | 


be emboldened the 


longer the competi- | 
tion: went, whether | 


he stood flat on his 


cage floor or roost- } 
ed on a stick posi- | 


tioned inside. 


Carter was visit- | 


ing the Rooster 
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Crow for the first time. 
"It's been a great time," he 


see 2017 Rooster Crow page 15 
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Antiques - Collectibles 
tackle 
Kn yorts memorabilia 


Jon & Paula Frey 
541-299-0900 


316 E Main Street Rogue River 97537 


DINNER KICKS OFF WEEKEND FESTIVITIES 


At the the annual dinner, the Mayor reads the Rooster Crow Proclamation officially kicking off the Crow festivities. 


At the annual Rooster 
Crow “kick-off” dinner, held 
this year on June 29 from 
5pm to 6pm at the Rogue 
River Community Center, 
roosters are — given 


permission by Rogue 
River's Mayor to “strut their 
stuff during the National 
Rooster Crow Festival. 
And, the “finely clad” 
fowl are allowed to display 


Ini of 
Rogie Kiver, Ine ‘a 
Gal) 
411 5. Main, St., Erol 


Michael Motschenbacher 
D.V.M., M.S. 


Shiela Ratpentes 
‘VIM. tS 


~~ Yes, we work on Roosters! 
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their plumage and “crow to 
their heart's content without the 24 hours preceding 


fear of retribution’ - Friday night's are not so 


Kieaniatnevteyor granted lucky; a barbecued chicken 


the poultry a 24-hour ~ ; 
amnesty. dinner is the main course! 


The roosters (or hens) in 


108 B Gardiner St. 
Rogue River, OR 97537 


341-582-1432 


SANDY'S NAIL & HAIR CARE 


SANDY NELSON 


Owne1/Cosmetician, Beautician 


Haw Styling, Pemns, 


Manicures & 
Coloring & Weaving 


Pedicures 


Bella 


Framing 2 Art 


(541)5$2.11245 


2aAllaby- CONG 7 
Bellakrames@smaileom 


LOO Depot St Suite B 


> * 5 
>» Kosue River, OR 97537 


JUST A LITTLE 
CONTEST 


Rooster Crow turns 65 this 
year. 

Who would have thought 
that something inspired by old 
Welsh traditions - rooster 
crowing contests held during 
holiday celebrations — would 
have grown into a major an- 
nual event? 


Bruce Bampforth with Rocky, the 1954 crowing champion 


According to old press ac- 
counts, in 1953, a local named 


-Shade Coombs remembered 


stories of Welsh coal miners 
and their holiday rooster crow- 
ing contests. Coombs felt that 
such a contest would be a 


see CONTEST page 16 


2017 Rooster Crow from page 13 


said. "My little sister kind of 
talked me into coming out 
here, so it was her idea." 

Foghorn Leghorn 
improved on his third-place 
total from 2016 of 18 crows to 
take the second prize. His 
owners had to think a little to 
remember what breed he is. 

"He is a ...," Lake said. "I 
have no idea." 

She said Foghorn came 
to them with another 
Americana and concluded 
that he must be an 
Americana, also, a white 
Americana. 
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OMETHING TO START YOU CROWING!! =~ 


ee 


The Lakes received 
another $15 for having the 
best "Redneck cage” with a 
cart decorated like a 
Winnebago recreational vehi- 
cle. Christmas lights, the 
fiber-optic kinds, decorated 
the top of the cage, powered 
by a battery pack. There were 
pull tabs from soft drink cans 
hanging from strings inside 
the cage. 

"A redneck windchime,” 
Lake said. 

This is the third time the 
Lakes entered Foghorn 
Leghorn. 
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5205 North River Roa 


Thanks to All Our Local Heroes 
Who Help Protect and Serve 
Our Community and Country! 


. 


BUY ONE 

ENTREE, 

GET NEXT ONE 
172 OFFY 


Caper races CAN.18 


(641) SO2- 3329 


Rogue River Shopping Center 


Terasco Coupon 


CONTEST from page 15 
great way to generate 
publicity and help pro- 
mote local businesses. 

The idea was to see 
which rooster could 
crow the most within 30 
minutes — and its owner 
would win money if it 
crowed the most. 

Coombs’ fellow mer- 
chants and the local | 
Booster Club thought it 
would be a good idea 
and a cash prize was 
established. May 23, 
1953, marked the first 
Rooster Crow - more than 500 
people were in attendance and 
there were 75 roosters and 
their owners in the contest. 

Hollerin' Harry was the 
winner, netting his owner the 
tidy sum of $50. 

The contest was such a 
success, having drawn media 
attention from as far as Port- 
land, that Rogue River held 
another one Sept. 5 that same 
year. 

June 1954 marked the 
next event, which drew in more 


It’s FREE to enter the 
CROW CONTESTS!) 


than 2,000 people - far more’ 
than they had originally antici- 
pated. 

From that point on, Roos- 
ter Crow has continued to 
grow and is now one of the 
most well-known events in the 
Rogue Valley. Over the years, 
a parade was added, along 
with a human crowing contest. 
And, now, people can also 
enjoy jet boats, , art shows and 
hundreds of vendors. 

Not bad for a little rooster 
crowing contest. 


“Creating Lasting Impressions” 


NTR ren napeeemeepeee 
oy Engtavind & Promotions 


Rachel Reber | Owner 


Tek (541) 582-3652 


Rachel@RedlineEngraving.com 


NATIONAL ROOSTER CROW GRAND MARSHALS 


ie P| 1982 Glen Wooldridge 2000 Dale Hatch 
\ | 1983 Jim & Lottie Martin 2001 Bob Kirkwood 
| 1984 Carl "Bud" Magerle 2002 Fred Boettcher 
1984 May Ellis 2003 Bob Gail 
| 1985 Mabel Rigel 2004 Nancy Bradley — 
1986 Hugh Hartman 2005 Charlie Weaver : 
| 1987 Georgia & Carl Lane 2006 John & Treeva Schaeffer 
1988 Jeanette Umscheid 2007 Hope Warren's Family 
1989 Walter Dennis 2008 Tom Artoff 
1990 Royal Deland 2009 Ellen & Ralph Campbell 
1991 Jim & Lottie Martin 2010 Nick Niquette 
1992 Gary Chittum 2011 Wanda Nesbit 
1992 Sally Holiday 2012 Neathamer Family 
».| 1993 Colista Moore 2013 John Bond 
1994 Dick Skevington 2014 Sam & Marilyn Evensizer 


i 2 
2017 Rooster Crow Grand Marshal 


kalitonicalMartin 1995 Roy Milton 2015 Larry Wills 
1978 Anna Classick 1996 Jim Craig 2016 Alice Hatch 
4979 Carl "Bud" Dick 1997 Dorothy Finney 2017 Lawrence Martin ‘ 
4980 Shade Combs 1998 Dick Handbury 2018 Dennis Artoff : 
4981 Dennis Hitch 1999 Dave Thomas 2019 2222222 


HEUVERTZ & MONEN 


Attormeys & Counselors at Law 


Te 
A Law Firm Specializing in | Elder Law 


214 E. Main STREET, ROGUE RIvER ° (541) 582- 4115 — 
www.rogueriverlawyers.com 
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Members of the Rogue River 
Fire District (RRFD) will spend 
most of the Rooster Crow } 
celebration demonstrating their | 
training exercises = and 
equipment operations to a [a 
crowd gathered at Rogue River 
Elementary School. 

“Alot of people see us as we 
make our medical calls,” said 
Former Chief Ben Ramsey. 
“Unless something major 
happens in town, many don't 
get to see us or our gear in 


action.” 
In past year's 
demonstrations, the RRFD Firefighters demonstrate car victim extrication on the RRES playground. 


crew first set up a rope rescue 
demonstration. Securing a 
number of ropes between two 
trees a few hundred feet apart, 
one firefighter was hauled up 
into the air and maneuvered by 
other firefighters on the ground. 
Pulling on the ropes, they 
brought him into position above 
a firefighter playing the part of 


and public address speakers, . 
explained how the rope rescue 
operation would be used to 
rescue a hiker from a canyon or 
swimmers stranded in the river. 

“It's something we rarely 
have to do,” he said. “But, it's 
something that we have to train 
for and be prepared for. That's 
part of our job.” 


rescue victim. Next, the RRFD personnel 
RRFD firefighter Jeff Setup an extrication scenario 


Fitzgerald, using a microphone see RRFD page 19 


Enrollment is open for the 2018-2019 school year. 


Grades K-12 

Early College Program 
Hybrid-Learning Model 
Structure of Face-to-Face Classes 


Flenibility of Home-Based Learnin 


IS WITHI 


did 
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| 
YOUR FUTURE 
REACH High School: 


Evans Watley Learning Center: 


For 2 tour or srore information contact Tina Ferris: (C) (42) 88-3739 | (0) 541-209. 0200 | 


WWW.reach-school.org 
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RRFD from page18 


which turns that bumper into a 
deadly flying projectile. So, we 
have to be cautious when 
approaching a vehicle.” 

The firefighters set up the 
Jaws of Life and began using it 
to remove the damaged 
passenger side door. In the 
meantime, other firefighters saw 
to the “medical needs” of the 
victim in the car, while their 
partners. used a power saw to 
remove the windshield. The 
firefighters moved quickly, but 
cautiously, always assessing 
the situation and considering 
their options. 

“Our main concern is 
removing the victim from the car 
as soon as possible,” Fitzgerald 


said. “However, we have to 
factor in the victim's condition 
and make sure she’s protected 
from further harm.” 

After several minutes, the 
firefighters removed the young 
woman from the vehicle, their 
efforts applauded by the crowd. 

“It's good for everyone, these 
demonstrations,” Ramsey said. 
“It's good for the public because 
they get to see what we have to 
face some times when we have 
certain calls. And, it's good for 
the guys, since they (use the 
time) to train and use the gear.” 


Article originally published in 
the Rogue River Press on June 
30, 2012. 


involving a wrecked car and the 
Jaws of Life. 

Firefighters recruited a 
female volunteer from the crowd 
to play the victim trapped in the 
wrecked Saturn Firefighters in 
full turnout gear — almost 50 
pounds of equipment - set to 


work on the rescue operation. |) 


Other crew members checked 
on the victim while others 
inspected the vehicle. 

“You have to be careful with 
some vehicles,” Fitzgerald said. 
“The air-shocks on front- and 
rear bumpers can explode — 


(4357) 
. Steve Pergin Jr 
 www.AllWellandPump.com _ 


941-582-3767 ¢ 541-582-1810 
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© Holding Tanks 
© Hand Pumps 
© Emergency Service 


O Free Estimates 


204.W Main St, Rogue River 
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THE RULES A 


Not much has changed 
since 1953, when the first 


National Rooster Crow 
Championship was held in 
Rogue River. 


The rules are simple. Each 
person can enter one rooster; 
(registration begins at 12 noon 
at the Rooster Crow Arena) the 
rooster must remain in the 
cage throughout the contest. 
An impartial judge is assigned, 
and the tallying begins at 2:45 


p.m. No mechanical, electrical, ~ 


physical or chemical stimulants 
or devices are allowed. 
Moreover, roosters cannot be 
mistreated or abused. 

Each rooster has 30 
minutes to crow his heart out. 

Never mind that most of the 
crowin’ occurs before the 
Official contest, when most of 
the roosters fall prey to the 
pressure. 

In a contest from years past 
and as always, the arena is 
filled with roosters in their 
cages, some elaborately 
decorated, and their owners. 


STs 


In 2012, two-time champion 
Bye-Bye Bob was present and 
next to his cage was Rockin’ 
Red and his owner, six-year-old 
Zach Gray. 

“I've had Red for about a 
year,” Zach said. “I thought it 
would be fun if we tried this.” 

Master of Ceremonies John 
Bond had the area cleared 
except for owners and judges — 
a judge was assigned to each 


aie: 


rooster and was required to 
keep track of each cock-a- 
doodle-doo crowed in 30 
minutes. ; 

When the contest started, it 
was overcast and sprinkling. 
But, soon, the sky opened up 
and heavy rain fell onto the 
roosters, dampening a bit of the 
enthusiasm. 

Roosters clucked 
anxiously, and then crowed 


~ BEER © WINE © COCKTAILS © LOTTERY 


R 


RE SIMPLE 


with each judge tallying. 

Fillipe the Destroyer, a 
rooster owned by Spencer Hill 
and Alex Jameson, had been 
crowing constantly before the 
contest. However, when it was 
time for the real deal, Fillipe fell 
silent. 

Then, he finally let out a 
single crow. 

"Yes!" both men shouted. 


see SIMPLE RULES page 22 
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Happy Rooster Crow! 
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SIMPLE RULES from page 20 


Hill was optimistic that Fillipe 
might still win. 

“We can do this,” he said. 

However, when the 30 
minutes was over, he would not 
be crowned champion crower. 

George, owned by Jason 
and Dani Duby of Merlin, was 
the winner earning the $150 
prize with more than 44 crows. 

“| grew up in Rogue River all 
my life and never been to a 
Rooster Crow,” Duby said. 

“We took in George a few 
years ago and decided to enter 
the contest - I'm glad we did.” 

Last year's champ Bye-Bye 
Bob came in second with 35 
crows. 

Those numbers just don't 
compare to the likes of Beetle 
Baum who crowed 109 times in 
1953. And, the feat (if not the 
beak) of White Lightening, who 


crowed 112 times in 1978, and 
B.W., 107 in 2005, seem 
unparalleled. 

No one knows the secrets 
that encourage a rooster to 
crow, but White Lightning's 
owner, Willie Beck of Gold Hill, 
said it was simple. "I just kept 
him away from any other 
roosters or chickens for six 
weeks before the contest and 
brought him to the contest in a 
large sack." 

However, the secret may 
have been in the person of Dr. 
Mabel Bryant who stood before 
his cage flapping her arms and 
cheering him on to spectacular 
achievements. According to the 
good doctor, "We were 
communicating with each other!” 

Was she the inspiration for 
the Human National Crowing 
Championship that began 18 
years ago? 


Something To Crow About! | 


For over 60 years, Southern Oregon Sanitation 
has been a family owned and operated business 
specializing in waste management systems. 


1381 Redwood Ave., Grants Pass 
WWW.sosanitation.com 


We are your neighbors who share a 
common interest in the well-being of the 
communities we live in, by supporting home-town 
traditions like the Rooster Crow event. 


Over the years, we have significantly increased 
our capacity to serve Josephine County and 
surrounding areas, including territories in Jackson 
County. Our goal is to consistently enhance our 
waste management systems to be efficient, 

cost effective and sustainable. 
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Southern Oregon Sanitation Inc 


SPOTLIGHT: ROGUE RIVER KIWANIS 
“STUDENT OF THE MONTH PROGRAM 


For over a century, Kiwanis 
International has created Oppor- 
tunities for children to learn, ex- 
perience, dream, grow, 
succeed, and thrive. So service 
is the heart of every local Kiwa- 
nis club and your local Rogue 
River Kiwanis team meets their 
high standards. 

Here's a bit more about just 
one of their activities. Every 
month during the school year in 
partnership with their faculties 
and administration, the Rogue 
River Kiwanis Club recognizes 
students from each class of the 

Rogue River Junior/Senior High 
School (RRJSHS) and one high 
school student from the River's 
Edge Academy Charter school 
(REACH) as Students of the 
Month. 

The counselor, from 
RRJSHS, receives recommen- 
dations from the teachers and 
then orchestrates a confidential 
voting from their complete staff 
team to determine each 


month's recipients. 


POWERED 8Y TRUST 


At REACH, the nominees 
also may come from a wider 
group then just the academic 
rock stars. “Those who show 
great improvement and strive 
for growth are also considered 
for their efforts,” reports Cecile 
Enright, Director. “It's a wonder- 
ful program for student recogni- 
tion." 

The students and _ their 
guests attend one of the 
monthly Kiwanis lunch meet- 
ings at the Live Oak Grange 
Hall at which time they are indi- 
vidually recognized for their 
achievements in academic 
growth or excellence, 
school/class leadership, com- 
munity service, and/or extracur- 
ricular activities. In addition to a 
delicious, homemade lunch 
prepared in the Grange kitchen, 
each awardee is presented with 
their own certificate. Addition- 
ally, their group photo and 
names appear in the Rogue 
River Press. 

“It's a great experience to 


MOTORS 


One of the many community-based activities of the Rogue River Kiwanis Club is to monthly 
recognize in conjunction with the faculty during the academic year grade, extracurricular, 
and service excellence of a student from each class from Rogue River Jr/Sr. High Schaal 

and River's Edge Academy. . 


meet with these students every 
month and have them interact 
with our club,” commends Kiwa- 
nis member Art Ferranti. 
“There's a spark and energy 
that emanates from them and 
you can just feel they not only a 
real impact in their school today, 
but will continue to do so in their 
future endeavors, careers, and 


We are Proud to Help Celebrate Rooster Crow’s 6Sth Year! 


WWW.ROEMOTORS.COM 


7TH & “E” STREET, GRANTS Pass 541-476-7701 
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communities.” 

lf you'd like to learn more 
about this or the other activities 
of the Rogue River Kiwanis, go 
to their Facebook page at 
www.facebook. com/rrkiwanis- 
club/ and send an e-mail or 
drop by the Live Oak Grange on 
Gardiner Street at noon 
Wednesdays. 


MOUNTAIN OF THE ROGUE 
A GEM FOR MOUNTAIN BIKERS 


a 


b 
+f 
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The Mountain of the 
Rogue Trail System may al- 
ready be a gem to all local out- 
door enthusiasts, not only to 
those who participate in its in- 
tended audience, mountain 
bikers. 

"Everybody's excited 
about it," Rogue River busi- 
nessman Darren Jahn said. 
"We see this is as a 100 per- 
cent positive thing for Rogue 


River, both for the community 
members who will be able to 
use it, aS well as for the eco- 
nomic benefit that should 
come from out of the area. 

"It's cool to see it coming 
together and people excited 
about it." 

It was Jahn and fellow 
businessman and mountain 
biker Dean Stirm who came 
up with the idea while climbing 
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a hill on a mountain biking trip 
somewhere else in the Rogue 
Valley. 

"It was Dean Stirm's idea,” 
Jahn said. "We were riding our 
bikes out of the area, in south- 
ern Oregon, but obviously not 

around here, there's nowhere 
to ride. And Dean said, 
‘Wouldn't it be coo! to have 
some place fo ride? Why don't 
we? We're surrounded by 
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mountains. Why do we not 
have any trails." 

After four years of coordi- 
nating with the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), finding a 
property that was near Rogue 
River and had easy access to 
a road made the Tin Pan Peak 
area, just a mile and a half 
from downtown Rogue River, 
the place in which to put their 


see MOUNTAIN page 25 


———SE 


Imcornpe iatee aie ‘ 


MOUNTAIN from page 24 

efforts to make it a local home 
for mountain bikers, as well as 
a place for others looking for a 
new set of trails. 

The Mountain of - the 
Rogue will have what moun- 
tain bike enthusiasts know as 
a stacked loop system. 

"It's where you have your 
easier trails lower down on the 
mountain, like Green Circle for 
the easiest to the most difficult 
(black diamond), and it pro- 
gresses in difficulty the further 
up the mountain you go," Nick 
McDaniel, a forester for the 
BLM who is also a mountain 
biker, said. "There'll be a good 
variation of trail types." 

There are currently six 
trails, ranging in difficulty from 
green circle (RAT Pack and 
Pay Dirt), to the Black Dia- 
mond trail Arm Bar. There is 


Dean Stirm. 
Agent 


99 Pine Street 
Rogue River, OR 
97537-9428 


Bus: 541-582-1234 
Cell: 541-660-4537 


NMLS #139716 


dean@deanstirm.com 


NMLS MLO #326776 


The greatest complinent you can givers a referral. 


another planned trail spurring 

from the RAT Pack trail. 
There are now seven 

miles of trail, with more 


planned. You can climb as |_ 


high as the 1,300-foot peak of 
Tin Pan Peak. 

The three loops are bike- 
specific,  direction-specific 
trails coming down the hill, 
ranging from two miles to 
about six miles. 

The parking lot is located 
just across North River Road 
from the trail system. 

There is room to build 
more trails on a patchwork 
quilt of BLM properties con- 
nected to the current Mountain 

, of the Rogue area, but further 


expansion would require envi-_ 


ronmental documentation and 
public comment, as much as 
in the initial stages of the 
Mountain of the Rogue's birth. 


ROOSTER CROW PRIZES 


ist Place: $150 
2nd Place: $50 
3rd Place: $35 
Cage Prize: $15 


The Rooster Crow Contest and Human Crow are FREE to enter. 
Prizes awarded courtesy of the Rogue River Kiwanis Club 


ROGUE RIVER 
LIQUOR & & SMOKE 


Sunday age | 
502 E. Mal E. Main Street - Rogue River ° 582.326 
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The Society for Creative Anachronism is an international organization dedicated to researching and 

re-creating the arts and skills of pre-17th-century Europe. Our “Known World” consists of 20 kingdoms, 

with over 30,000 members residing in countries around the world. Members, dressed in clothing of the 

Middle Ages and Renaissance, attend events which feature tournaments, royal courts, feasts, 
dancing, various classes & workshops, and more. 
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CHANGES CONTINUE: LIVE OAK SHIGE 


The Live Oak Grange in Rogue 
River continues to undergo im- 
provements to its clubhouse in- 
cluding the ballroom, dining 
room, stage, as well as the outer 
landscaping, 

Live Oak Grange, whose orig- 
inal building where its grand 
ballroom is -- initially, a barracks 
building moved from the Army 
outpost Camp White in 1951 -- 
got a new look with rustic, insu- 
lated walls and floors, along with 
new stairs and curtains for the 
stage. 

“All the walls [are] clean and 
neat and have insulation, so it 
isn't so cold back there, so it's a 
lot easier to take care of," Mag- 
gie Clark, president of the Live 
Oak Grange, said. 

Also, the dining room, ball- 
room, and stage floors have 
been refinished and sanded, 
yielding, as Clark's husband, 
Rick, the Grange's secretary 
said, a couple of garbage cans 
full of sawdust, with insulation 
added underneath the’ floor- 
boards. 

Maggie Clark said the Live 
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Live Oak Grange had many improvements thanks to Rick and Maggle Clark. 


Oak Grange had procured all 
funds toward its repairs and 
building upgrades, either out of 
she and her husband's pockets 
and through fundraisers. 

She said the Grange is al- 
ways looking for donations and 
skilled workers willing to donate 
their work. 

"(The building) needs new 
siding," she said. "It's asbestos 
(on the exterior walls), and we 
need siding over it. It's going to 
cost a lot of money, and it will 
need new casings around the 
doors, front and back.” 


Rick Clark said he believes 
there was an existing Grange 
building already in place, where 
the kitchen and dining room are 
now, that was attached to the 
ballroom building when it was 
moved from Camp White. 

Maggie Clark said she and 
her husband got involved in the 
Grange about many years ago. 
She said she wanted to work on 
the building just because it was 
deteriorating. 

"My husband and | decided 
the goal was to bring it back into 
its natural Beal she said. 


Live Oak Grange? is host to ine annuai Crab Dinner scioiarsitip fundraiser. 
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"We've done upgrades. We've 
done everything we had to do 
to bring it up to code." 

One of those necessary up- 
grades is replacing the old-fash- 
ion electrical fuse boxes, with 
the old glass fuses, with a panel 
box with switches. 

The Live Oak Grange has 
regular renters that pay at a 
monthly rate, along with dinners, 
baby showers, and weddings. 

"The hospital in Grants Pass 
has its Christmas dinners there," 
Clark said. "That's why we 
wanted to make it look nice so 
that people could use it. We rent 
it quite often." 

The Live Oak Grange is also 
the official sponsor of the Miss 
Rogue River Scholarship Pro- 
gram and is the official venue for 
the Miss Rogue River Program 
Annual Event and fundraisers 
for the program, including the 
crab dinner. 

Rick Clark said there are now 
43 members of the Live Oak 
Grange. Membership in the 
grange is only $45 a year, and 
he said more members would 
go a long way toward the life 
and upkeep of the building. 


CROWING 65 YEARS AND COUNTING 


Rogue River's famed 
Rooster Crow Contest started 
in 1953 as a clever, some say 
silly, way to let folks know that 
Rogue River is a town, not just 
a river, 

Shade Coombs, inspired 
by the tale of Welsh coal min- 
ers who staged colorful rooster 
crowing contests during their 
holidays, shared the idea with 
fellow merchants interested in 
generating a little publicity and 


Rooster Crow circa 1954. 


self-promotion. 

Coombs's proposition was 
accepted by the Rogue River 
Booster Club and funds were 
set aside for a cash prize for 
the owner of the rooster that 
crowed the most within a 30- 
minute period. 

The first contest was held 
May 23, 1953. There were 75 
roosters perched and ready to 
let loose when Chief of Police 
William Peters fired the open- 
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ing gun at 10 a.m. The caged 
cocks were free to crow for half 
an hour. Hollerin' Harry crowed 
71 times and earned his owner 
$50. 

New, $50 was a sizable 
sum, considering that in 1953, 
gas was 25 cents a gallon as 
were a loaf of bread and a gal- 
lon of milk. And, coffee was a 
mere 50 cents a pound. 

Interstate 5 had yet to be 
built, but still more than 500 


people traveled to the tiny 
hamlet of Rogue River to wit- 
ness the contest held at City 
Park. 

The contest continued to 
entertain even after the final 
cock-a-doodle-doo. Grants 
Pass auctioneer Charlie Morri- 
son auctioned off the fowl--- 
some had gone afoul, ruffling 
the feathers of their coop-side 
handlers. 


see 65 YEARS page 29 


65 YEARS from page 28 


Silent Sam owned by Bill 
Reeder was offered first. Hav- 
ing lived up to his name, his 
owner disgustedly bid 10 cents 
and then watched a flurry of 
bidding. After high bidder 
Harold McKenzie paid $50, 
there was a rush of rooster 
owners hoping to cash in, but 
the bidding dropped rapidly, 


A drizzling rain that turned. 


to a downpour failed to 
dampen the spirits of the spec- 
tators or the boosters, and 
Medford, Grants Pass and 
Portland media gave the crow 


fest such favorable publicity, . 


the boosters decided to hold a 
second contest on September 
5, 1900: 

According to a Rogue River 
Press article published in June 
1954, organizers expected 
1,500 people to attend that 
summer's crow fest. Instead, 
2,000 folks poured into the city 
and witnessed Rocky knock 
out the competition with 79 
crows. 

The successful event has 
continued for over 60 years, 
and the 65th crowing contest is 
again being held on the last 
Saturday in June. The city of 
Rogue River and Kiwanis co- 
sponsor the weekend. 
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In conjunction with Rogue 
River's centennial celebration, 
100 gold coins were be 
awarded the owner of the roos- 
ter that crows 100 times --- a 
feat that hasn't been accom- 
plished since 2005. (And, be- 
fore that, the last time was in 
1978.) 

Before all the cock-a-doo- 
dle-doo-ing begins, there is a 
rooster-themed parade---this 
year, the theme is “Hometown 
Heroes.” 

In addition to the centennial 
memorabilia, roosters will ap- 
pear everywhere---on T-shirts, 
hats, banners, aprons, shoes 
and flags, and in the form of 
rooster statues and stuffed 
roosters. 

Charlie Weaver, a Kiwan- 
ian and a local Realtor who 
passed away January 26, 
2014, had a front row seat at 
the Rooster Crow every since 
that first one in '53. 

“| remember when it was 
held down on Depot Street,” he 
recalled once. “Cages lined 
each side of the street, and 
there were roosters and people 
up and down, all along the 
curbs.” 

‘He also laughed at the 
memory of one contest that 
started with a bang. The police 


e 
PoweringGreanngss.com 


PAGE 29 


chief was to blow a whistle at 


- 10 a.m. to signal the start. No 


one heard the whistle, so he 
fired his pistol. 

“Everyone was scared silly, 
the roosters too,” he added. 

From Depot Street, the 
contest moved to where the 
Umpqua Bank parking lot is 
today. For years, festivities 
were held at Wards Creek 
Park, said Weaver. 

“Well, the freeway took out 
the park, and that ended that,” 
he added. 

The Rogue River Lions 
Club took over from the Rogue 
River Boosters Club, and since 
1993, the Kiwanis have been 
among the lead organizers. 

These days, the Rooster 
Crow shares the spotlight dur- 
ing what has become an entire 
weekend of activities, including 
one of the area's largest and 
best summer parades, the Na- 
tional Human Crow contest, , 


entertainment, arts and crafts, 
and food. 

The weekend-long festival 
really starts rockin’ and rollin’ 
during Saturday's parade when 
more than 50 floats, marching 
units, horses, dogs, llamas, 
and folks in rooster costumes 
head down Main Street. Hun- 
dreds of people line the streets 
between the Rogue River 
Shopping Center and Rogue 
River Elementary School. 

“This all seemed hokey, 
when | moved. here in 2002,” 
said Holly Spitz, a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce. 
“First, you ask yourself why, 
and then you find yourself say- 
ing why not!" 

“No one can figure out why, 
it just is,” said Weaver. “People 
love it. It's just a whole lot of 
fun.” 

Added Spitz: “This is small 
town America. This is what we 
do.” 
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FIRST MISS ROOSTER CRO 
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Brian Mortensen 
Rogue River Press 


Local royalty, in the form of 
Miss Rogue River and her 
court, usually, regales the an- 
nual Rooster Crow Parade. 

In 2016, with no Miss 
Rogue River pageant, the pa- 
rade had to reach back into the 
past to find its royalty, and it 
found Adria Milton-Baker. 

Milton-Baker was the first- 
ever Miss Rooster Crow, the 
forerunner of Miss Rogue 
River. She responded to a 
Story in the Rogue River Press 
seeking out queens and 
princesses from the past to ap- 
pear in the parade that was on 
Sat., June 24. 

"My sister saw the article in 
the newspaper on the Internet 
looking for past queens, and 
Cookie called and told me, and 
| made contact with Nadine 
(Roper, a Miss Rogue River 
program director),"  Milton- 
Baker said. "My sister and | 
talked, and | said, ‘I'm coming.” 

Milton-Baker, who lives in 
New Castle, Colo., retired from 
her job as a civil deputy for the 
Garfield County Sheriff Depart- 
ment not long ago. 

She tries to make back to 
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Adria Milton-Baker, left, was the first-ever Miss Rooster Crow. 
She rode the parade float as the honorary 2017 Miss Rogue River along with former little sisters (left to right): 
Kari Morales, Grace McQuain and Andrea Auborn; and with the 2016 Court including Miss Rogue River 
Elizabeth Cermak, Second Runner up Della Birdsall, and First Runner up / 2018 Miss Rogue RiverGina Granacki. 


every year, particularly at 
Rooster Crow time, anyway. 
The last time she was in Rogue 
River was for Rooster Crow in 
2015, which coincided with her 
class at Rogue River High 
School's (RRHS) 50th year 
class reunion, 

In addition to the parade on 
Saturday morning, she ap- 
peared at the annual Rooster 
Crow Kick-Off Dinner on Fri., 
June 23. 

She remembered the elec- 
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tion of the first Miss Rooster 
Crow just after her sophomore 
year at RRHS as “fun and ex- 
citing.” 

The champion rooster that 
year was Mac-A Do, who 
crowed a strong 90 times in the 
allotted half-hour. 

"We all rode in cars; the 
(Grants Pass) Cavemen were 
there. It was quite an event be- 
cause | was the first queen," 
Milton-Baker said. "People 
were excited. | remember it 
vividly because it was also my 


sister Cookie's wedding day." 

Adria Milton won the first- 
ever Miss Rooster Crow title 
out of a field of between 10 and 
12 girls. 

"The way that | won, as 
people bought groceries, for 
every $10 they spent, they'd 
get to vote for a dollar a vote, 
So people in the community ac- 
tually voted," she said. "The 
mayor crowned me. Mr. 
Scheckengost had the clothing 
store, and | remember him 


see ROOSTER QUEEN page 31 


ROOSTER QUEEN from page 30 


telling me that it had just been 
a great turnout and a lot of 
people partook in the event." 

And she said that, yes, she 
was Surprised when she won. 

She appeared in a parade 
in Grants Pass, as well, and 
went to Medford for an inter- 
view with a radio station be- 
cause of her status as the 
first-ever Miss Rooster Crow. 

Milton-Baker said she re- 
members watching the Roos- 
ter Crow as a kid. The year 
she won.as Miss Rooster 
Crow was the 11th Rooster 
Crow Celebration. 


Brian Mortensen 
Rogue River Press 


To win the Human Crowing 
Contest, the opening act of the 
Rogue River National Rooster 
Crowing Championships, 
you've got to have a voice. 

Cara Ayres, a local farmer, 
may have set a new standard 
for the informal contest. 

Ayres, who is from Rogue 
River by way of Montana, won 
‘!the 2017 competition by 
adding a new artistic expres- 
sion to the contest. 

Wearing a chicken mask, 
complete with beak, no small 
intention, given the 105 de- 
grees on the local bank ther- 
mometer readerboard, she 
turned and jutted her head in 
the stiff fashion of a barnyard 
rooster, acting the part, and 
she sounded out, beating a 
field that included two of the 
past three Human Crow cham- 
pions. 

"| am super-proud to a 


"We had a rooster named 
Butch that we'd enter," she 
said. "He'd never crow (during 
the contest). He just didn't like 
the spotlight. Of course, we'd 
go home, and he'd start crow- 
ing. 

"My Mom would say, ‘Let's 
shoot Butch,’ and I'd say, 'You 
can't shoot Butch!" 

Milton-Baker has three 
sons and eight grandchildren. 
Her oldest son lives in Michi- 
gan, while her youngest lives 
near her in Gridwood, Colo. 
Her oldest grandson just grad- 
uated from high school, and he 
is enlisting into the U.S. Army. 


Cara Ayres of Rogue River follow- 
ing her victory in the Human 
Crowing contest at Rooster Crow 
Park on Sat., June 24, 2017. 


wonderful, traditional commu- 
nity-oriented event here in 
Southern Oregon and one that 
brings the community and the 
people together, no matter re- 
ligion, nationality, or political af- 
filiation," she said. 

The mask, far more prepa- 
ration, 
than most who enter the infor- 


and accouterments . 
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Adria Milton-Baker was the 
first-ever Miss Rooster Crow. 
and was crowned in 1964 . 


mal competition take, came 
out of inspiration from people 
close to her, but it also came 
from a background in theater 
and performing. 

"| had inspiration from my 
friends and family to believe in 
me," she said. "| also own a 
production company called 


} ‘Cara Bout Ag.’ 


"I travel, and | put on musi- 


| cal comedy for corporations 


and organizations, so putting 
on hats and feather boas and 
using my voice is not foreign to 
me." 

At that point, a man men- 
tioned that Ayres is a former 
Miss American Angus who has 
raised Angus cattle all her life. 
She happens to have a mas- 
ter's degree in agriculture from 
Oregon State University. 

She and her family moved 
to Rogue River two years ago. 

"I've been married to my 
husband for 20 years, and he's 
from Southern Oregon, and 
he's been trying to drag me 


Her youngest grandson is 11 
and is playing in a state base- 
ball championship in Steam- 
boat Springs soon, “and 
Grandma's going there to 
watch." 

She moved to Colorado, 
she said, after she lost both of 
her parents and since a lot of 
her family had moved to Col- 
orado. 

"| said, ‘I'm going to Col- 
orado so that | can be with 
family," she said. 

She had been in Michigan, 
where her husband, who had 
served in the military in Viet- 
nam, was from. 


back here for 20 years," he 
said. The Ayres met at Oregon 
State University in Corvallis in 
that school's animal science 
department. 

"| used to feed the chick- 
ens, AND | lived in the poultry 
house,” Ayres proclaimed. "I 
collected the eggs, but | also 
was the student beef herds- 
man, and | took care of the cat- 
tle, as well." 

The idea for her production 
company came as an outreach 
from singing professionally 
since she was 19. Through 
Cara Bout Ag, she promotes 
an understanding of the live- 
stock lifestyle. 

In the competition, she was 
able to best both Jeff Nemeth, } 
the 2014 Human Crow cham- 
pion, as well as 2015 titlist 
Emily (Birdseye) Anaya. 

She had been in Michigan, 
where her husband, who had 
served in the military in Viet- 
nam, was from. 
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